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IOWA HEALTH SYSTEM UNVEILS 
STATEWIDE HEALTH-CARE FIBER OPTIC NETWORK
It’s the first of its kind in the nation

DES MOINES, IOWA — Today, Iowa Health System announces the launch of HealthNet connect. It is a 3,200-mile fiber optic network that will transform the way patients receive health care and how medical information is shared among health-care providers by connecting hospitals, patient clinics and a wide variety of other health-care entities. 
When fully implemented, it will be one of the first systems of its kind in the nation to receive funding from the Federal Communications Commission’s Rural Health Care Pilot Program. 

“We are extremely excited to bring the future of health care to those patients we serve with HealthNet connect,” said Bill Leaver, President and CEO of Iowa Health System. “The benefits of technological advances, such as tele-medicine and efficient records exchange are numerous. These new capabilities will directly increase the overall quality of care experienced by patients.” 
Acting FCC Chairman Michael J. Copps said: “I am pleased that HealthNet connect is able to take advantage of the Rural Health Care Pilot Program as it pushes forward with its broadband tele-health network throughout Iowa and western Illinois. Iowa Health System’s dedication to bringing much needed services to patients who lack access to quality health care in rural areas should be commended. The FCC hoped these types of essential programs would spring from its rural health-care initiative, and we are pleased to see this effort coming to fruition.” 

HealthNet connect will provide a resource to share health information between participants in health care throughout Iowa and western Illinois, particularly in remote rural areas.  HealthNet connect also is working to provide additional tele-health and tele-medicine applications.

The network will be able to connect to other health-care providers and databases around the country, using the national network backbone capabilities of Internet2 and National LambdaRail, which are designed exclusively for research and education.
Iowa Health System made available a core fiber optic network running through Iowa and western Illinois, and with the help of the FCC’s Rural Health Care Pilot Program, created large bandwidth access connections to that fiber core. The Rural Health Care Pilot Program is providing 85 percent access connection funding for eligible health-care providers while Iowa Health System is sponsoring the remaining 15 percent for its phase one participants.
HealthNet connect will be one of the first functional networks in the nation to offer the capability of multi-state connectivity.
Currently, there are 28 hospitals in phase one, which will be completed in June 2009. Since HealthNet connect applications are directed by health-care professionals using the network, this initial group of hospitals will be instrumental in determining actual network usage.

Mediacom and the Iowa Communications Network are providing access connections for phase one. HealthNet connect received FCC funding for 78 eligible users.

“By introducing HealthNet connect, we are enabling health-care providers to help eliminate the challenges sometimes created by the physical distance between urban and rural health-care facilities,” Leaver said. “That results in better care, and that is the core mission of Iowa Health System.”

HealthNet connect will be available to other health-care entities, including private clinics, physicians, pharmacies, medical laboratories, insurance providers and other organizations in the health-care delivery cycle.
The 3,200-mile fiber optic backbone already is in place, spanning four states with direct fiber optic connections to major metropolitan cities stretching from Denver to the west and Chicago to the east. 
The FCC established the $417 million Rural Health Care Pilot Program to increase patient access to care via tele-medicine and to support the transfer of electronic medical records, which will improve the quality of care for patients. Nationwide, Rural Health Care Pilot Program funding will support as many as 67 tele-health networks serving 6,000 health-care facilities in 42 states and three U.S. territories, using broadband technology to bring state-of-the art medical practices to isolated rural communities.

-------

Initially formed in 1995, Iowa Health System is the state’s first and largest integrated health-care system, serving nearly one of every three patients in Iowa. Iowa Health System includes hospitals in seven large Iowa communities and in western Illinois, a system of hospitals in 14 rural communities and group practices of physicians and clinics in 71 communities in Iowa, Illinois and Nebraska. 
Iowa Health System has one of the largest workforces in the state, with nearly 20,000 employees and annual revenues of $2 billion. Each year, through more than 1.8 million patient visits, its hospitals and clinics cover virtually every medical specialty and provide a full range of care. Iowa Health System is the seventh largest nondenominational health system in America. 
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